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Arts and Access

And Cottee, Too
Electronic Cafe Lets Artists
Interface Internationally

By Barry James

ARIS — Imagine going o
acafé and being able 1o chat
with swomeone on the other

side of the world, show him
of her your Family pictares via a com-
puter sereen and even produce a joint
wirk of am

Such an establishment is scheduled
1o open early next vear a1 La Cing, the
futumnste scence park ag La Villewsein
Pans, wnd a1 other centers in Europe,
Japan and the United Stales,

Called the Electronic Cafié, the pro-
ject is designed 1o vest the limits of a
recently developed communications
techrique known as 1SDM, or lane-
grated Services Dhgital Meiwork, a
method of transmatting high-quality
digital infosmation over upgraded
telephone lines

Cale also 1s an acronym, :.-'|:|.|1|.1||1.;
for Commumcaton Access for Every-
body, bul the organizers promise that
collees and drinks wall be avalable o
make the process as wser-lnendly and
non-intimidating as possable

Don Foresta, whoss twie-mman come-
pany, Intemnational Media Consul-
fanis, has huiL-r\I i develop the cone
cept, saul he hopes ihe rl.rﬂ.'l'il,'.'l'll.:l; of
allowang members of the public o
caperiment with the nerwork will kead
b mew sideas and apphcations

Transmisssons carned outl duning
the recemt Apple Compuier show in
Pans were o sugeess, Mr, Foresta said
The expeniments linked artists in dif-
feremt caties, enabling them to codlab-
orale simullansnasly, i real fume, n
producing graphic images. The vech-
nigue has been under development for
some bme Il:\' a group ol hke-mended
video amists

The concept was onginally devised
by two Amencan arbiss, K Galles
way and Sherrie Rabinowitz, who
apened the onginal Electronic Café in
sania Momea, Cahiformia, dunng the
1954 (Hympec Gamics and ane partici-
pating in the plan 1o extemd the uiea
globalls

The technwpue has sirtwalls limat-
less possiiilitees for anvone whise
wiofk reguires graphie presemtation

Acrchitects or engineers in dalferent
cities. for example. could work 1ogeth.
er on the same electrome blueprinl
Dyoctiors coudd have the same X-ray on
their screens.

ﬂjupllw arbisls oould work on de-
AR kY wath phRkcrs withcat the need of

bewng i the same place. Small pub-
lishers could brng in photographs
and illusirations Fmrn arpund ke
world as cauly as I|'||.'f- fOw feeive
facsimile messages.

The Ebsctron: Cafe will purn of
the-shell Apple Macintesh Comput-
ers apd 5 ard hardware inio 3 ap-
gle interactive system, Iy will enzble
somebody satiing in Pans to control a
computer in Tokyo o Mew York, and
VICE WETSL

The syilem allows mone than wo
points o enter the network. In one
iransmission, experimeniers in Pans
mianaged Lo mampulale 3 compauter gy
Lyom via the hard dask of a computer
in Tokyo.

Problems uncovered dunng the ex-
perimental ITANEMASSIONS WETe NeE
of a human than a techpical naiure,
Mr, Foresta said.

For example, when iwo people in
different cties are controdling the
same cursor and commands, who de-
crdes when and how 1o make the next
move?

Mr. Foresta sud i1 sall he mecessary
to work oul SomE convenlons o én-
ahbe the network to work smoothly,
Ur:\uﬁﬁ:ﬂmn 1% Ly el e0E 31 s00n
on the screen that would indicaie
when someone at the other end of the
lane wanls 1o LEKe over Uhe Cursor.

M THE other hand, Wi
Foresta amd Ris paroner,
Ceorges-Albern  Kisfaluds,
say they want 1o wvond 1n-
|r-rh.]|;||.'|.r|g 10 many redes in ofder 1o
albow people Tull rein in expressing
their ideas and creativity
France Téléxom, which 15 sponsos-
ng the cERpennnl, will make haes
available free im the carly stages. Thas
15 nad pure alinusm. Faret. i1 mall in
troduce the ISDM network to a wader
public. Socomdly, it will help extend
the neiwork fo ofher parts of the globe
amdd create new markers. Thirdle, 1
may resull im the development of
commercilly viluable applecations
France is shead of the sest of the
woeld im commencialuang [50N ser-
wice, partly beciuse of it eapensne
i developing advanced digiial packen
transmassion for the national Minee!
Teletex servece, In givang away 3 hock
of time on ISDN, the telecommunica-
lioms company 15 repeating the kesson
ol learmed in deveboping Miniel, 1he
most advaneed semace of s kind in
the world. France Teléoom has gven
aaay mlbons of Mumtel termenals 10
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Japanese and French artists worked together on a digital network to produce this video picture.,

achieve controd of a2 market that did
nol exist 1 years ago

150M servace already s available in
most French towns, enabling the rela-
wvely cheap rransfer of diginal signals

In France, connection o Lhe seérs
vice, which 15 known as MNumens,
costs 675 francs (about 5116), and the
monthly rental fee 15 300 francs. The
watens, which uses commonly avail-
ahle communications hardware and
oftware, s pomanly of inmterest 10
rgarmzations that need o Wransmil
arge amounts of data cheaply. Using
Mumerts, 1L costs 11 franes and takes
three muinutes 10 (ransmil & 1-mega-
bvte file from Pams 1o Marseille, Dt
would cost 195 Mrancs and taike up (o
W minutes o transmil the same
unount of imformation viz a modem

[SI2 Links are made over 1wy
channel connections, one of which 1s
psed for digmal daca ransmssion
while the other can be used simulta-
neousky For voacoe Iransmission

bWr. Foresta sand the Electronec
Cafe wall correspond wath samalar op-
cratvons m Tokyo, MNagova, Karlsru-
he, Lausanne, Geneva, Brossels, Glas-
ET and ‘"-;;_".l. I'| |'r:|-\._ a5 '|-l.|."|. A% Santa
;‘..!-_-l'__u_ a.

When the café opens. the public
will ke {.'|-;|ll.|r.:'_:|.'-.i 1o hFI!I_H, in paral-
ngs, photographs or any other kind of

mage that can be scanned inte the

comnputers. A resident artist wali be on
hand 1o help people with any techno-
logical difficulties. The science park

will also include 2 video workshop for

voung people, who will then be able 1o

g on 10 use the Electromc ¢ alk,

‘We want the technology (o be-
come completely transparent,” Mr
Fosesta said, “The 12-vear-olds will
prabably prck 1t up fastest,

T THI: same teme, e said

he hopes the calé will push

the technology o is fur-

thest limnis, and thar man-
ufacturers will take the experimenis
ik accoeunl W lhen |!|.'- Erimg hard-
ware or sofltwire

Mr. Foresta is a former LS. diplo-
mal and former director of the Amen-
can Cultural Center 1 Pans. Alter
leaving the diplomatic seriace in 19/
he earmed a doctorate in mfermaton
scienee it the Sorbonne, founded the
department of video art an the Ecole
MNatronale Supérieure des Arts Décor-
atfs, and carrently 15 the director of
that seglion.

He sees the Electronic Cale as ful
filling Marshal McLuhan's descrip-
ton of the artist as an mtalor of new
|‘\..'|.I'Ir|'|||-":|-\-""- and educabor af |'u'|.'.-['-
Lidins

These perceptions are in the pro

cess of rapid evolution, Mr. Foresta
rgues ina new book, “Les Mondes
Muluples de U'Ar, de la Scwence et de
a lechnologee. 11 the phvacist-phi-
losopher Werner Heisenberg's uncer
Lainty ot

wiple has taken the ceraine
malural sCendes, il has
also restored o them an element of
creatsaty, e sad. At the same time, il
has re-established the visual ars to
thie role they held in the Renassance
s i ool ol scientife research.

he development of pninting en-
absled the raped transfer of images
throuahout Europe in the 160h centu-
v, making it possible for artists in
Ciermany and lealy, Tor example, 1o
wiork on the samee problems and solu-
tions, Mr, Foresta hopes the Eleciron-
¢ U alé will perform the same function

n __'|."".|I scale

The Electronie Cafe will compress
nof only space but ime, enabling art-
sts 10 act no reactively 1o each oth-
=rs work, but imteractively,

Mr. Foresta said he hopes the ad
venture will be as much philosophical
s technologcal. The calé concepi
could be the star of a global electiron-
we hillboard with picieres, a kind of
commen cyber-space in which imagi-
AALUOR Wil |'c Ii"|-e; |';'i'. |1|"|'|'.I:
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