The
Marcel
network

Stéphanie Delcroix delves into the

future with Don Foresta and finds a
‘utopia for lazy multimedia artists’
in the Marcel network.

WORKING WITH NEW TECHMOLOGIES? Forpet
the prohibitive costs of touring expensive equip-
rseril, OFSoEe Cuttoms |~g|'\.|.|h-::-r' & lemational
format problems. Imagine instead touring your
shicw with the click of 8 mause: everything is organ-
sed from your studio — from the first contact with
the cwrator to projectng your multi-screen anima-
tion. High-guality equipment is awaiting you, ready
to po. Ever dreamt of an artwaork, which is influ-
enced in meal-time by an international audience — an
audience constantly replenished as the earth
rewolves around the sun’

This is what Marcel has to offer. With Marcel, you
can wipe out the miles between you and the audi-
ence: spactators from all owver the world will see
and become part of your pisce. Your work oould
feature artists from five continents. You could opt
lofr a twenty N o= project I1:,.' A%k ng artests to
take over, one after another. Each hour or so, an
artist I.'.'ing in & delterent tirme 1omne will inteEnsens
Possibilities are multiple. Marcel opens the door to
A ma @08 OF internation] ool Latsoratnon

The key to this opportunity Is a network of crgani-
sations connected with h gl"- andwidth. Dan
Foresta, the project coordinator, believes that
“Marce| is a manifestation of a profound realign

ment in society, which is close to the changes which
took place during the Renaissance”. Pushing further
the opportunity offered by the existing scademic
network, Mancel will create a platform for artistic
and cultural experimentaton. Underused univer

sity nebweorks offer huge potential, capable of simul-
taneously streaming eight broadcast-level video
chamnels and with the possibility of two-way inter-
action. The contributing organisations will provide
the Interface to explodt this potential The concept Is
simple but the result is a worldwide connection

permanent, powerful and interactive,

lfl_lrra_'n1|:|,' these conmections link elg_h‘. institutions
AL each end, a space will be avallable hor I'[".’l'!:,mn!;l
online installations. The member organisations hawe
SLaryed Expr I'I'IIf'I'I'.Ir'g wilh intEractnsg et pay

ects. Tim Jackeon’s plece, a poetic installatson whiene
a candle's flame is influenced by the sound of
drums carried by Marcel, s part of this trial period
Foresta thinks, “since the UK is so well edquipped
with networks, | expect the Marcel network to
grows fast here. The trick is making sure institu

tions open up to artists.” Marcel is being con-
structed at Le Fresnoy, France [see May
INTERMATIONAL) and Wimbledon School of Art. &
virtual faculty project will begin in Movember with
a collaboration between the scientist Mandelbrot
and the artist [ean-Claude Risset. Marcels priority
13 o develop oolaborations Detween art, science
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and industry. It will provide a platform where
Artiscs, scientists and relearchers can meet 1o
exchange their expertise

Marcel the network has a qﬁl_ll!;‘:l,'lgd".b"l,"' Marcel
the portal. Linking the members to one another, it
will thadew the netvwork I‘.-:,- tacilitat fig an Gl I
dialegue. Each institution manages one of its
twelve categories, wilich cower Subjechs as diverse
as Art E Indwstry”, "Art & Sclence’, ‘Electronic Art'
and 'Research’. Innovative and intuitive, Lthe
'Navinedron” developed by internet technology
company Amaze permits visual navigation. This
chvnamic potyiedndn forrmed of Daweive inberchang-
ing! nodes leading to twelve more nodes enables
Bl LS Eo ul::-up_.h Lr"::-ugh vast amounts of infor

mation in only a few clicks

Let the wortd grow smaller
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Contacts:

Marcel

A prototype of the Marcel website is onlwe at
wansvummmarcel.org. Don Foresta, International
coondinator, Marce| project, AHRB [Arts and
Humanities Research Hl.'ﬂl;J:I senlor Regesrch Fellow
‘Wimbledon Schaol of Art E: foresta@wanadoo. ir.
Cabriella Kardon, Avtntant Coordinator, Marcel
project. E: gabi@webteriorcom

Amarze
WWALAMATE. Couuk

Wimbledon School of Art
wiwwowimbledon.ac uk

Le Fresmoy
wiawLle- fresnan bm.fr




